15.   NOTES

LOVELY ASSAM

I am writing these notes at Tezpur on the banks of the mighty
Brahmaputra. Tezpur was known as Shonitapur and is reputed
to have been the capital of the demon Banasur, whose daughter
Usha was married to Aniruddha1. Devotees can point out the
place where Hari2 and Hara3 fought. Assam is a land of magni-
ficent vegetation. Some of the river scenery is hard to beat
throughout the world. I have seen the gorgeous scenery on the
Thames. But I cannot recall anything as superior to the lavish-
ness with which nature has decorated the great stream on whose
banks I am writing these notes.

Upper Assam alone has a population of over 37 lakhs. Every
woman of Assam is a born weaver. No Assamese girl who does
not weave can expect to become a wife. And she weaves fairy tales
in cloth. Some of the old patterns that our host Mr. Phooken
showed me were of matchless beauty. And as I saw these beautiful
patterns, I could not help shedding a silent tear over India's past
glory and her lost art. Where is to be found in all the fine rich
foreign saris in India, that beautiful blending of soft colours so
pleasing to the eye? The vegetable dyes of Assam are almost
extinct. When Assam became a British possession, its women
ceased to spin and sinfully took to weaving foreign yarn. And now,
what the women of Assam are saving through weaving, they are
losing through buying foreign yarn. And the saris I see today are
not anything to be compared to the old patterns I have seen for
beauty or softness. Assam, if its workers do their duty, can play a
most important part in developing swadeshi. Its women can
weave much more than enough for themselves. Forty thousand
acres are under cotton cultivation today, an acre yielding on an
average 133 Ibs. But of course Assam can grow much more. Some
of the cotton I saw was very beautiful and long-staple. And fine
spinning is still in existence in isolated homes as in Andhra* Every
one admits that the Assamese have ample time at their disposal,
I have elsewhere reproduced an extract from an English writer's
observation confirming the view. Assam has plenty of wood, sound

1 Grandson of Lord Krishna

2 Vishnu, the preserver

3 Siva, the destroyer